All-Chelsea Awards
2007 RECIPIENTS

Public Servant of the Year
Ned Keefa

Chelsaa Planning & Development Department

Businessperson of the Year
Ed Burke

Dennis K. Burke, Inc.

Community Organization of the Year
Chelsea Neighborhood Housing Services

Res
Zaida Gonzalez

Roseann Bongiovanni

Senior Resident of the Year
Joe Mahonay

Project of the Year
Citizenship for New Americans

Contributing Stakeholder of the Year
Gerry Lewis

Boston University
Lifetime Achievemeant
Eddie Greenberg
The Late Community Activist

John “The Quiet Man" Ruiz
The Former Heavyweight Champion of the World

PROJECT OF THE YEAR

CITIZENSHIP FOR
NEW AMERICANS PROGRAM

Few issues are more controversial these davs than immigration,  Yet, amongst the
controversy there is consensus that encouraging immigrants to become citizens is o
good thing.  That process, though, can be daunting,  Through the Citizenship for
Mew Americans Program, offered by Centro Latine de Chelssa, the process to citi-
zenship for local residents is being demystified.  This new start program is being
recognized for helping to conncet hard working immigrants with their dreams of
becoming American citizens,

Cenirg Lating 15 a neady twentv-vear old community bazed agency whoge main
objective has been to deliver services that are culturally competent and relevant to
immigrants and loweincome families in the Greater Boston area Specifically,
Centro focwses on services that help pzoples overcome barriers to sustainable s=m-
plovment, successfully imegrate into their new communites, learm about commu-
nity regources, and gain the commaunication skills to access those resources in onder
o advocate for thermeelves and their children.

When the State Numded a grant o provide citizenship classes, Centro was a logical
recipient. The resulting Citizenship for Mew Americons Pregrom is not only en-
gRging aspiring new cilizens, it s alwo connecting sudents to their communities,
specifically Chelsza and Bevers. Promoting an engaged eitizenry is fundamental
for the future well-being of cur great Armerican democracy.

CMAP seasiong are held quarterly at Chelses and Revere City Halls. The classes
teach students about the structure of the US government, citizenship, voling rights

and responsibilities, community respurces and the role a citizen plays in a free and |

democratic society, Students also practice for the US Cirzenship and Tmemegration
Services test and citizenship interview. Students must have a working knowledge
of English to take the course, because 1t 15 only taught in Englhsh, Students are
given assistancs in completing and submatting oll necessary forms. The progrem
also provides support and referral services, if necessary.

Mearly a hundred students kave geaduated from the citizenshin classes to date, with
a new cycle of students enrolled and stmalarly shedying presently.  The mayor of
Revere and the city manages of Chelsea have opened up City Hall for classes as a
means of connecting students with thedr city governments and supporting immi-
aramts in their respective communities, The Chelsea City Council most recently
commended the twenty praduates for their work to become citizens,




