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Centro Celebrates |5 Years

On April 1, 240 enthusiastic guests filled
the ballroom at the Hyatt Harborside Ho-
tel to celebrate the 15t Anniversary
(Quinceariero) of Centro Latino de Chel-
sea. The Gala Fundraiser brought to-
gether community members, corporate
partners, and public officials for an eve-
ning that was distinguished by the ex-
traordinary energy and exceptional cama-
raderie of the partygoers. The event raised
approximately $50,000, the proceeds of
which will directly support Centro’s com-
munity service programs. More than a
fundraiser, this event quickly became a
celebration of community where old
friends reunited and new friendships be-
gan.

Current Board member Silvia Guzman and founding
Board Member Marta Rosa cut the cake at Centro’s
Quinceanero Gala.

The event featured a silent auction, din-
ner buffet, and live music. Jerry Villacres,
Director of El Planeta Newspaper, emceed
the speaking program, which highlighted
Chelsea’s transformation since 1989.
Founding Board Member Marta Rosa, Ex-
ecutive Director Juan Vega, and student
Cristina Cervantes gave presentations.

Gracias!

Centro Latino is very grateful to
all the sponsors, donors,
volunteers and guests who
helped to make the Quinceariero
such a great success.

Upcomlng Events... Chelsea River Revel,

Chelsea Day June 18, 2005

June 4, 2005

Aids Walk

June 5, 2005 Join the kids from Centro’s

LASI program as they par-

Come stroll down Broad-
way and get to know Chel-
sea businesses and agen-
cies. Enjoy music and food.
Call the Chelsea Chamber
of Commerce for more info,
(617) 884-4877

Join Centro’s Vidas Unidas
group in their effort to
raise funds for the Aids
Action Committee. The
10K walk starts and fin-
ished at the Hatch Shell.
www.aidswalkboston.org

ticipate in the festivities of
the Chelsea River Revel,
an annual event on the
Meridian Street Bridge
featuring family activities,
games, music and a 5K
race.
www.chelseariverrevel.com
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CENTRO LATINO DE CHELSEA
MISSION

To improve the quality of life and self-
determination of Latinos in Chelsea and
surrounding communities through
economic development, education, health
and social well-being strategies.

Quinceanero Host Committee

Ray Monkiewicz,

Silvia Guzman,

Mass General Hospital

Eastern Salt Company

Banknorth Massachusetts

Global Companies, LLC

Anonymous

Bunker Hill Community
College

Chelsea Provident Co-op
Bank

Citizens Bank

Jaile & Associates

Liberty Loan Co.

Stop & Shop

The TJX Companies

Boston Red Sox

Centro Board of Directors

Chelsea Teachers’ Union

Child Development
Centers & Systems

Countrywide Home Loans

Comcast

Feeley & Driscoll, P.C.

Hacienda Realty

TUPAT District Council 35

Rep. Eugene O’Flaherty

The Puig-Antich family

UFCW Local 1445

E nfoq u e Client Profile

Cristina
addresses
the guests at
Centro’s
Quinceariero
Gala on
April 1,
2005.

“I need to speak English because I work in a place with
American people who only speak English. After 6 months
of studying, everyone was saying, ‘Much better, Cristina,
your English is much better!” Studying at Centro is a
privilege for me.”

Cristina Cervantes came to the U.S. two years ago from
Uruguay. She enrolled in a free English class at Centro
Latino, and after a year of study was able to move on to a
more advanced class at Bunker Hill Community College.
Cristina demonstrated her ability when she addressed
more than 200 people in English at Centro’s 15th Anniver-
sary Gala. She has also just completed a computer course
at Centro and hopes to apply her new skills in future em-

Massport
Sovereign Bank

ployment.

ACtu al i d ad es Program Updates

Computer Program

After a rigorous examination of
Centro’s finances, facilities, instruc-
tors and curricula, our Computer
Program was licensed by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts De-
partment of Education as a proprie-
tary school. This recognition has
reinforced Centro’s commitment to
program quality.

The Computer Technology Program
offers eleven different courses rang-
ing from computer basics to ad-
vanced software application to com-
puter maintenance. All courses
meet once per week for ten weeks (a
total of 30 instructional hours) and
are taught in Spanish.

Workforce Development
Program

Centro Latino is proud to announce
a new partner in its Workforce De-
velopment Program. Thirteen em-
ployees at IGS Store Fixtures in
Peabody, MA have begun ESL
classes at their worksite. IGS hopes
to promote many of those employees
as a result of their participation.
Eight of the management staff have
also begun Spanish classes to help
increase communication at the
workplace.

Adult Basic Education and
English as a Second Language

Centro is looking forward to con-
tinue working in partnership with
Bunker Hill Community College,
LARE, Roca and the Intergenera-
tional Literacy Project to provide
Adult Basic Education services to
Chelsea. The MA Department of
Education recently announced the
results of its competitive proposal
process. Centro is pleased that the
Chelsea ABE partnership was
funded for a five-year cycle.

With this support, Centro is able to
provide free English as a Second
Language classes and Spanish Lan-
guage Literacy classes for adults.
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